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WELOME BACK!

While the past 18 months have been a roller coaster for everyone, practitioners of live performance such as 
theater have been among the hardest hit. As we slowly attempt to find our “new normal” while learning to 
live safely and responsibly with the pandemic, I’ve been greatly inspired by the pure passion, enthusiasm, 
and eagerness of our entire community to get TIP back onstage. And I can’t imagine a better way to do so than 
with this timely, touching, and deeply resonant play by one of the most gifted writers in the business. I am 
fortunate to be part of the production team for the series of staged readings that marks our return, and the 
process has only confirmed something I’ve known since the theater bug bit me in high school: artists truly 
have their ears and hearts to the ground. In this moment of reemergence, I encourage everyone to look to 
artists and the arts to bring us back to life.

Thank you for your support of TIP. We’re so happy to see you again. Enjoy the show!

Gratefully,
Brian Berdanier
President, Tokyo International Players
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Natural Shocks by Lauren Gunderson

Angela is trapped in her basement, waiting out an approaching tornado. Though a self-pro-
claimed unreliable narrator, she begins to reflect on a lifetime of trauma, illuminating the 
truth behind her endangerment. Based on Hamlet’s famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy, 
NATURAL SHOCKS is a damning condemnation of violence, abuse, and firearms in America. 

アンジェラは地下室に閉じこもり、接近中の竜巻が通り過ぎるのを待っている。
アンジェラは自分のことを「信頼できない語り手」と言いながらも、自分の生涯
にわたるトラウマを振り返り、自らが危険にさらされていることの裏にある真実
を明らかにしていく。ハムレットの有名な独白「To be or not to be」をベース
にした「NATURAL SHOCKS」は、アメリカにおける暴力、虐待、銃器を厳し
く非難している。

What is a staged reading? Quite simply, it is theater in its purest form: actors, directors, and 
scripts, with minimal “bells and whistles” to distract from the text itself. Some or all stage 
directions may be read aloud. Sets, costumes, and lighting effects are reduced to the barest 
essential. It is perhaps closest in form to a radio play or audiobook, performed for a live 
audience!

ステージ・リーディングとは何でしょうか？一言で説明すると、俳優、演出家、台
本だけに集中し、余計な装飾を排除した最もシンプルで純粋な形式の演劇で
す。演出の一部または全部を声に出して読むこともあります。セット、衣装、照
明効果は必要最低限に抑えられています。お客様のためにライブ上演される、
ラジオ劇やオーディオブックに最も近い形と言えるでしょう。

CONTENT WARNING: DOMESTIC VOILENCE, GUN VOILENCE

RUN TIME: 60 MINUTES
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Director’s Notes
The pandemic has meant scaling back and cancelling productions, letting go of much loved musicals, and com-
ing to terms with new risks.  I have found that difficult, but this reading series has given me the opportunity to 
explore outstanding small cast plays.  

I am incredibly thankful for the patience and friendship of my associate producer Brian Berdanier, who dealt 
admirably with my many calls and messages, as we struggled with the constantly changing covid landscape.  
Without his support this staged reading would not exist.

My stage manager Joan Chen shines with positivity and a “how can I help” attitude making her a joy to work with.  
I’m thankful for everything she brought to this production.  My thanks to Xander Coleman for being willing to 
jump into this process and to learn on the job.  Taylor Wanstall has coped admirably with the covid measures and 
I am thankful that he is so diligent in his concern for the comfort of our audience. A big thank you to Jack Merluzzi 
and Shinj Kobata for all their support at Our Space.   I have missed working with them and I am very happy to be 
back in their space.  

I am grateful that Georgia was willing to take part and to share her talent with us.  She is skilled and hard-working 
and I’m hoping we get to collaborate again in the future.  

NATURAL SHOCKS is a powerful piece of writing.  Theatre provides us with the opportunity to tell stories that can 
be difficult to hear, and difficult to speak.  To address the things that we hide in our desire to present our lives as 
“happy” and our homes as safe places.  October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Let’s hope that the truths 
in this story can help shed a little light on the hidden struggles that so many face. 

Karen Pauley
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Cast

Georgia is excited to be a part of this staged reading.  Originally 
from New Zealand, she has been performing with TIP for 2 years, 
most recently online in Cozy Reads and Cozy Reads 2.

Georgia holds a Bachelor of Performing Arts majoring in 
Musical Theater from the National Academy of Singing and Dramat-
ic Art (NASDA) in Christchurch, New Zealand. During her time spent 
studying, she was cast in NASDAs productions of Julius Caesar by 
William Shakespeare (Casca, 2017) and Cabaret by John Kander and 
Fred Ebb (Fraulein Kost, 2017). After she moved to Japan to pursue 
a career in teaching, she performed in Say Nothing’s production of 
The Musical Pioneers (2020) directed by Karen Pauley.

Georgia is very thankful to have been cast in the role of Angela and 
to have the opportunity to be back on stage. She is looking forward 
to bringing Angela to the stage to showcase the character’s strength 
during times of hard decisions and judgment.

Crew

TIP Board of Governors
President: Brian Berdanier
Vice President: Taylor Wanstall
Secretary: Saya Suetsugu
Treasurer: Carlos Quiapo

Joan Chen
Julius Fuentes
Scott Hernalsteen
Ann Jenkins
Zack Kobayashi
Chieko Tanaka

Director    Karen Pauley 
Producer    Shinji Kobata 
Assistant Director   Xander Coleman 
Associate Producer  Brian Berdanier 
Stage Manager   Joan Chen
Lighting Design / Operation  Xander Coleman
Sound Design   Karen Pauley 
Sound Operation   Jack Merluzzi 
Photography / Graphics  Karen Pauley 
House Manager   Taylor Wanstall 
Box Office    Carlos Quiapo 
Advisor    Marty Pauley 
Japanese Translation  Chieko Tanaka, Julius Fuentes

Georgia Ryder as Angela

TIP Advisors
Jess Gordon
Lizzie Howard
Shinji Kobata
Jack Merluzzi
Karen Pauley
Marty Pauley
Rachel Walzer

Special Thanks: Ann Jenkins and Scott Hernalsteen
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